THE ORIOLE

Quarterly Journal of the Georgia Ornithological Society

/rchard Parks

| Volumes 70-71

January —December 2005 -2006

Numbers 1 -4




T

THE ORIOLE

(ISSN 0030-5553)

The Oriole, a quarterly journal of Georgia ornithology, publishes original
articles that advance the study of birds in the state of Georgia and adjoining regions.
The Oriole welcomes submission of articles describing the occurrence, distribution,
behavior, or identification of birds in Georgia, as well as scientific studies from all
fields of ornithology.

EDITORS
Sara H. Schweitzer
Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources,
University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602-2152
(e-mail: schweitz@warnell.uga.edu)

Robert A. Sargent
1263 Clairmont Place, Macon, GA 31204 (e-mail: bob.sargent(@robins.af.mil)

FROM-THE-FIELD EDITOR
Bob Zaremba
2702 Lillie Lake Drive
Marietta, GA 30064

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
2005-2008
Marion Dobbs
Malcolm Hodges

The Oriole is mailed to all members of the Georgia Ornithological Society in good
standing. Membership information is available at WWW.GOS.ORG.

All manuscripts should be submitted to the editors.

Inquiries concerning library subscriptions and back issues of The Oriole or
Occasional Papers of the G.O.S. should be directed to: Steve Holzman, P.O. Box
181, High Shoals, GA 30645.

Published May 2008
GEORGIA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
WWW.GOS.ORG

THE ORIOLE

Quarterly Journal of the Georgia Ornithological Society

Volumes 70—71  January —December 2005-2006 ~ Numbers 1-4

TWO CAVE SWALLOWS AND ONE NORTHERN ROUGH-
WINGED SWALLOW ON THE DECEMBER 2002 MACON
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Paul Johnson
901 Santa Fe Trail, Macon, GA 31220
Email: glenpauljohnson@gmail.com

On 14 December 2002, during the annual Macon Christmas Bird
Count (CBC), Walt Bowman, Nancy Gobris, Ty Ivey, Larry Ross, and
I observed two Cave Swallows (Petrochelidon fulva) at the Macon
Dump in Bibb County, Georgia, between 1500 and 1530 hours. Our
team also noted one Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx
serripennis) at the same location. Around 0800 hours, Ty Ivey, Walt
Bowman, and Nancy Gobris found a Northern Rough-winged Swallow
at the Macon Water Treatment Site, about 2.5 km (1.5 miles) from the
Macon Dump. Because it was possible that our team saw the same
individual swallow twice, we reported just one Northern Rough-
winged Swallow within our CBC data.

We entered the Macon Dump shortly after 1500 hours. The weather
was overcast, with a strong westerly wind and cold temperatures. The
CBC low temperature on 14 December was 4 C (40 F) and the high
was 8 C (46 F). I first noticed a swallow over the lake from our moving
vehicle. I saw the light rump and believed it was a Cliff Swallow
(Petrochelidon pyrrhonota). As we watched the swallow with our
binoculars, we began to consider the possibility of a Cave Swallow.
At this point we noticed two other swallows, a second Petrochelidon
and a Northern Rough-winged Swallow. We observed the swallows
flying over a 12-ha (30-ac) man-made lake, at the base of the dump,
at a distance of 15-30 m (50-100 ft). Nancy Gobris mentioned that one
way to differentiate a Cave from a Cliff Swallow was the forehead. So
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at first I concentrated on seeing the contrast between the crown and
the forehead, and I watched the birds for 3-5 min. When I retrieved
my notebook from our vehicle, Nancy Gobris had The Sibley Guide to
Birds (Sibley 2000) opened to the genus Petrochelidon. When 1 saw
the picture of the Cliff Swallow with the dark throat, I immediately
realized that the birds had light throats, meaning the two Petrochelidon
sp. were Cave Swallows. I went back to my telescope, but I could not
find the birds again. I began sketching and taking notes of what I had
seen (Figure 1).

I recorded a “light forehead” and a “dark nape and cap” (my
sketches reveal that I actually meant “crown” when I wrote “nape”). In
addition, I saw “light between back and crown patch.” I also noted the
“buff throat and rump.” My notes included “white speckles (molting?)
on mantle.” I did not know if white on the mantle was an identification
clue or not at the time. The two Petrochelidon sp. seemed “fatter or
wider than the Rough-winged Swallow,” when seen flying away. The
overcast sky conditions kept me from noticing much additional color. I
followed the swallows at first through my Leica 10 x 42 BA binoculars,
then with my Leica Televid 77-mm spotting scope as the birds flew
over the lake, rapidly changing positions.

Before making my final determination, I wanted to eliminate
the possibility of the potential Cave Swallows being immature
CIliff Swallows with light throats. When I looked at Sibley’s (2000)
illustrations, I noticed that juvenile Cliff Swallows have a dull brown
or partially white throat, not a buff throat. Later, I also realized that the
“white speckles” I observed on the birds’ mantles are found only on
adult Cave Swallows and Cliff Swallows. The white feathers were not
a sign of molting as I had thought. Immature Petrochelidon spp. have
uniform brownish backs. Thus, the white speckles (actually stripes) on
the birds eliminated the possibility of immature Cliff Swallows and
the buff throats of the birds eliminated the possibility of adult Cliff
Swallows. In conclusion, the key features identifying the two Cave
Swallows were the buff throat and rump, and the distinctive contrast
between the dark crown and light throat (absent on a CIiff Swallow).
After the sighting, Ty Ivey described his impression of the birds to me
by e-mail. He noted that the “black mask thro?gh the eye” was the
“only exhibited darkness in the face and throat.
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One Cave Swallow was also reported from Augusta on 14
December 2002 (Beaton et al. 2003). Documented sightings also
occurred on 14 December 2002, at Wassau Island (Bill Blakeslee,
personal communication). Our 14 December 2002 sighting was
accepted by the Georgia Checklist and Records Committee in 2003
(Bill Blakeslee, personal communication) as Georgia’s second state
record. On 15 December 2002 , this species was found at the Altamaha
Wildlife Management Area (WMA; Beaton et al. 2003).

A major influx of Cave Swallows occurred on the East Coast
during the late fall-winter period, 2002. In November and December
they were found as far north as Connecticut (ABA 2003a). Reports
continued into January 2003, in North Carolina.

Brinkley and Lehman (2003) noted that a “powerful storm system”
and a “cold front” brought the Cave Swallows from Texas into the
Northeast. More cold fronts later pushed the birds to the Atlantic Coast,
where over 200 were tallied in Connecticut alone. Cave Swallows
were reported in November from Ontario to Virginia. The swallows
gradually moved south, as evidenced by the November 2002—January
2003 sightings in North and South Carolina.

All of these sightings were of the southwestern subspecies of Cave
Swallow (Petrochelido fulva pelodoma; ABA 2003b). It is interesting
that only four Cave Swallow reports came from inland areas (Great
Lakes region not considered). Two of these reports were from
Pennsylvania, one from Augusta, Georgia (previously mentioned),
and the last from Macon, Georgia (our sighting). While the birds we
sighted were not identified to subspecies at the location, my sketch
and notes of the “buff throat and rump” and “light between back and
crown patch” suggest the lighter colored subspecies, P. f pelodoma,
not the Caribbean, P. f fulva.

At the Macon Dump we observed a Northern Rough-winged
Swallow with the Cave Swallows. We assumed the Northern Rough-
winged Swallow was the same bird seen by three of our team members
earlier in the day at the Macon Water Treatment Site, because the dump
and the treatment site are close to one another. The Northern Rough-
winged Swallow is a common summer resident and an accidental
winter visitor in middle Georgia — four birds were recorded on the
Rum Creek WMA and Piedmont National Wildlife Refuge (NWR)
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CBC in Monroe County, 20 December 1993 (Johnson 1998, Beaton et
al. 2003). Because the Northern Rough-winged Swallow is common
in Macon during the summer, [ identified it quickly, eliminating Tree
Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) because there was no hint of green in the
plumage. My original notes record it as “warm brown over entire bird”
(Fig. 1). Northern Rough-winged Swallows are whitish underneath.
However, taken as a description of my sketch that shows the bird from
above, the bird had warm brown upperparts. Interestingly, I observed
that the Rough-winged Swallow flew closer to the water than the two
Cave Swallows.

Northern Rough-winged Swallows apparently lingered longer
than usual in the East during Fall 2002, for an unprecedented “flock
of about one hundred” was found at Niagara Falls in mid-November
(ABA 2003a). This sighting was about one month later than other
records of such flocks. A Cave Swallow also was observed at Niagara
Falls with the Northern Rough-winged Swallows (ABA 2003a).
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Figure 1. Author’s sketches and field notes of Cave Swallow and

Northern Rough-winged Swallow observed in Bibb County, Georgia,
14 December 2002.
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SCARLET IBIS SIGHTING IN COFFEE COUNTY,
GEORGIA

Frankie Snow
South Georgia College, Douglas, GA 31533
Email: fsnow@sga.edu

On 13 March 2001, I was informed of a large red bird seen in
a permanent pasture for the previous 10 days. It was described as a
Scarlet Ibis (Eudocimus ruber) among egrets that had gathered around
a pond located in the middle of the pasture. This was the third instance
of people reporting large, red wading birds to me in recent years. [ was
determined to confirm this report.

When I arrived at the home of Freddie Lott, 1.7 km west of Huffer,
Coffee County, Georgia, from approximately 250 m away I could
see a Scarlet Ibis feeding in shallow water in the upper end of the
pond with White Ibis (Eudocimus albus). 1 counted 354 White Ibis,
including two juveniles, and one Scarlet Ibis; most were feeding in the
pasture. The Scarlet Ibis was seen raising its black-tipped wings as if
to threaten birds that got too close to its feeding area.

[ contacted Milton Hopkins of Osierfield, Georgia, to corroborate
this rare bird. At mid-afternoon, Hopkins and I returned to the
location where the Ibis had been feeding and saw the Scarlet Ibis in
the pasture resting among the White Ibis. When we left the location
by late afternoon, after taking several photographs from a distance of
approximately 115 m, the birds flushed and the Scarlet Ibis exited the
pasture toward Big Branch Creek in a westerly direction. A follow-
up telephone call to Lott on 16 March revealed that the Scarlet Ibis
and most of the White Ibis had not been seen since our 13 March
sighting.

A search for previous reports of Scarlet Ibis sightings in Georgia
produced a very limited history for this species. John Abbot (Rogers-
Price 1997) included a painting of a Scarlet Ibis in his book on the birds
of Georgia (1800-1810). Will and Maurice Thompson (Thompson
1915) recorded a Scarlet Ibis near the Okefenokee Swamp in July
1866. Will Thompson recorded this brief note as they exited the
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swamp: “Thousands of wood ibis and snowy egrets rose ahead of us
and many were the adventures we had with them, and twice we saw,
standing on mud banks of the river, groups of scarlet ibis that looked
like clumps of giant blossoms against the green background of the
shore.” Burleigh (1958) included the Scarlet Ibis on a hypothetical
list of the birds of Georgia, based on Abbot’s painting. Palmer (1962)
recorded the bird as a straggler in Florida, Louisiana, and Texas, but
failed to note records from Georgia in the distribution. Cypert (1971)
noted that several Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge employees
reported a Scarlet Ibis, and took color photographs of the bird in April
1971, in Chase Prairie. Haney et al. (1986) listed the Scarlet Ibis’ wild
status as questionable, but noted Cypert’s article reporting Ed Yaw’s
and others’ sighting of a single bird in the Okefenokee Swamp in April
1971. Revisions to the Regular Georgia Species List (1998) did not
change the status of the bird. The comprehensive report by Hancock
et al. (1992) dealt with the Scarlet Ibis’ distribution and brought into
clearer focus, the taxonomic difficulties between the White and Scarlet
Ibis. While Nineteenth Century records of the Scarlet Ibis in Georgia
may represent indigenous populations, the origin of the current sighting
is not clear. Some South American birds were introduced into southern
Florida during the early 1950s (Greene 1966). A possible explanation
for this bird’s presence in Georgia is that it may have escaped from a
zoo. It is also possible that it is a natural, wild migrant. No band was
seen on either of its legs, and the bird was a bright red color, not pink or
faded as is often observed in captive birds. Hancock et al. (1992) noted
its wide ranging dispersal and that fully scarlet birds nest in Florida.
Hence, itis possible that this sighting of a Scarlet Ibis was of a wild bird.
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HISTORICAL BIRD RECORDS FROM THOMAS COUNTY,
GEORGIA

Robert L. Crawford
208 Junius St., Thomasville, GA 31792
Email: rlcrawfd@rose.net

While researching the Florida hermitage of Charles J. Pennock
(see Kastner 1986:91-96), I found that he had sojourned parts of two
winters during the late 1880s in Thomas County, Georgia, and had
collected bird specimens there. The specimens were deposited in the
Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. When
a list of the specimens was provided to me by the Academy, they
were intermixed with other Thomas County specimens collected by
the “Rehn Expedition” of 1904. As neither of these activities was
mentioned in Griffin’s “History of Ornithology in Georgia” (Griffin
1958), a brief account of them is provided here.

Pennock’s Georgia experiences were described by him in
correspondence with Robert W. Williams. Williams’ family lived in
Tallahassee, Florida, while he worked in Washington, DC (Allen 1941);
the letters are archived at Tall Timbers Research Station, Tallahassee,
Florida.

Charles John Pennock was a native of Kennett Square, Pennsylvania,
a businessman who worked primarily in Pennsylvania and adjacent
Delaware, and a widely-known and respected ornithologist (Stone
1935). The latest ornithological treatment of Delaware credits Pennock
with “groundbreaking work™ and judges him as having done “more
than any other to place Delaware Ornithology on a firm footing” (Hess
et al. 2000:23-24). Thus, his observations in Thomas County, backed
by some specimen evidence, are credible.

Pennock wrote to Williams on 4 October 1904: “I spent two
winters at Thomasville, Ga. some years ago—’'87-’88 and ’88-'89.”
On 13 October 1904, he elaborated, and included a list of species he
observed “from Nov. 20—1887 to about March 8 1888,” and said “I
have mislaid my notes for the following winter....” On 19 October
1904, he repeated this: “I do not seem able to find my full notes on my
last winter at Thomasville....” However, he did find some records of







